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BACKGROUND PAPER

One of the most important challenges that all universities face is the co-operation and partnership with their environment. Many university networks (EUA, UNICA, DRC) are concerned how to achieve better scientific and professional co-operation and stronger financial support to universities from the local environment, because universities significantly contribute to their cities and regions. They are a source of human resources, knowledge, education and outreach activities. It would be appropriate for the networking to define their roles and levels of actions in this respect more clearly.  EUA is the main voice of the HE community in Europe and deals with different university problems on behalf of all European universities on a European level. On the other hand UNICA network is concerned with the special role capital universities have in regard to the higher education sector and their experience very often creates well-being not only for the capitals but very often for the whole country. The DRC Network is concerned with the development, strategic challenges and roles of universities at the regional (and local) level. Its activities are especially focused at cross-border networking.

Taking this into account the aim of the Conference planned within those networks is 

-    to enhance the perception of universities in their environment

· to learn from case-studies how to promote co-operation between cities and their universities 

· to acquire knowledge about types of possible co-operation  and transfer of knowledge from already existing ones.

 A conference of the Union of the Capitals of the European Union (UCEU) similar to the planned one was held in Helsinki in 2001.  By choosing the similar theme we would like to activate the dialogue in the region and to learn and benefit from the experience of capital cities and universities.  We have made a short analysis on the existing co-operation and local partnership and noted that there are different types of cooperation: co-operation in the area of economic, technology and innovation policies, in the area of urban development, in the sphere of art and culture, in the social field, in organizing continuous education, in environmental matters, in founding of science parks and technology centres, in increasing  affordable housing, in providing scholarships and prizes, programmes for the exchange of staff and students between universities and cities and enterprises, in organizing strategy-driven and goal-oriented co-operation.

Some of the capital cities pay a great attention to relationship with their universities, like the city of Vienna, for example. Both, the city of Vienna and the University of Vienna have been very active in all mentioned university and city networks. Their co-operation includes promotion of innovative sciences and young scientists, scientific life in Vienna, presentation of selected research results of interest to the public, promotion of guest lecturers, etc.

The Conference programme would include plenary sessions and workshops. Three capital cities (Vienna, Bratislava and Zagreb) and its universities are invited to present their policy on the regional co-operation and their views on the role of universities in the development of their cities and the region and case studies of their good practice and successful solutions. Four other towns which are not capital cities (Linz, Cluj, Maribor, Pecs) and their universities are also invited to present their views and case studies. The Conference would end with the recommendations for the cities and universities in the region how to improve regional co-operation.

All DRC universities and mayors of their cities would be invited to the Conference.

