Dear Colleague,

Re: The 14th EAN Annual Conference, University of Vienna, Austria, 6th – 8th July 2005 

As the host of the 14th annual conference of the European Access Network, I have the pleasure to invite you to participate in the event. The conference title is “Social Engineering or Social Inclusion?” and the debate and discussion will focus on the impact of fees and admissions policies on under-represented groups in higher education. I enclose the conference flyer and hope that you or a representative of your institution will be able to attend. 

Participants at EAN conferences are academics, practitioners, researchers and policy makers. They come mainly from Europe, Australia, Canada, South Africa and the USA. This international mix is reflected in the line-up of speakers. My contribution to the conference will be in the First Plenary session with an overview of the Austrian perspective on fees and admissions while Professor Tom Schuller, CERI, OECD, will take a more global look at the future of universities. In the Second Plenary Professor Hans Pechar, University of Klagenfurt, will concentrate on the fees issue. Professor Steven Schwartz, Vice-Chancellor, Brunel University, who recently completed a comprehensive review on admissions for the UK government will focus on admissions on the last day of the conference.  

The conference will be in English but there will be a workshop conducted in German. The session will address concerns relating to European university admissions under the Bologna process in general, and in particular, the future of RPL (recognition of prior learning) and the consequences of tuition fees on university admissions for under-represented groups in Europe. The session will explore existing concepts and build on experiences gained so far.

The full conference programme and names of all the speakers can be found on the following website: www.ean-edu.org/2005vienna 

I hope you will be able to participate and look forward to seeing you in Vienna in July.

Arthur Mettinger

Vice Rector, University of Vienna

President UNICA

