EOI.FP6.2002

1. Proposal

UNICA, the “Institutional Network of the Universities from the Capitals of Europe”, was founded in 1990 on the initiative of the Université Libre de Bruxelles as an international non-governmental non-profit organisation. Its main characteristic is that the member universities are located in the capitals of Europe. They may thereby profit from their situation and from the similar political and social environment with which they are each confronted. Special attention is paid to co-operation in fields, which result from this situation. 

UNICA aims at fulfilling four goals :

· to strengthen and structure the collaboration between universities in the fields of higher education, research, training, and high administration, 

· to favour the reflection on and implementation of common strategies and projects, 

· to centralise and circulate essential information (European programmes, co-operation agreements, etc.), 

· to facilitate and promote contacts and exchanges of information and experience. 

The network today includes 29 member universities from in total 24 European countries and a general secretariat in Brussels, Belgium
. 

Within the context of this network, our aim for the 6th Framework Programme is to realise a comparative atlas, as an Integrated Project, on the place of universities and research in European capital cities. The word atlas certainly implies the realisation of  maps, but is covering a much broader field with a comparative translation in tables, diagrams, etc. One may perhaps better speak of an observatory, including a contribution to action research. The purpose of this Atlas implies clearly an integrated work and not, as the word Atlas might suggest, a collection of monographies.
2. Rationale for proposing this research-action

This research action comes within the scope of contemporary urban problematics that raised since the restructuring of European (and world-wide) Economy as a global and tertiary Economy based on new technologies and high value-added services. As an important employer and actor at a regional, sometimes national, level, university can act to improve the becoming of the cities in which they are located. 

The new role of Universities

Indeed, the role of the Universities is changing: apart from their traditional functions of education and research, they have to contribute to the regional development by offering services to the local communities (lifelong learning, urban and regional development, expertise on local and environmental development, participation in strengthening the dialogue between the political world and the actors of civil society, preserving the cultural heritage…). Although Universities have always played their part in the social and cultural development of the places where they are located, at present regional development requires this engagement to be formally recognized as a third role.

The local availability of knowledge and qualifications is at least as important to a well-balanced regional development as is physical infrastructure. Fundamental research, for example, essentially conducted by Universities and related institutions, provides in a permanent way numerous activities and contributions for the economic world. Moreover these contributions are available to everyone, being it individuals, enterprises, or the public sector. Multiplier effects on the local economies through investments for the benefit of Universities and research are becoming increasingly clear. The 'University Plan 2000' introduced in 1990 in France is embedded in such a philosophy. The implementation of university antennas in problematic regions is contributing to the revitalisation and a socio-economic and urban development in those regions.

Why capital cities ?

Next to the old traditional Universities, often located in medium-sized historical cities, or the more recent Universities on the edge of metropolitan regions, in the affluent urban fringe, taking advantage of a green environment or in outlying regions, the Universities of capital cities have a special location and fulfil specific needs.

Most of the time the capital cities are located in the heart of prosperous metropolitan regions, often the most affluent regions of the country. The literature of regional economy speaks of the positive effects of ‘remetropolisation’ linked to the increasing tertiarisation and to the globalizing economy. Indeed, a lot of recent economic development originates from metropolitan regions and especially in the suburban areas, rather than in the central cities themselves. This phenomenon creates new imbalances at the scale of the metropolitan region, whereby the central area of the city suffers the most when there are no efficient mechanisms that balance the resources between the central city and the suburban areas. It is not a coincidence that nowadays the urban problems, particularly those typical for the largest cities, are taken care of by the Commission in her regional politics.

The development objectives of big capital cities are often linked to their specific needs, for example, office space, important management structures of the private sector or central administration. Sometimes the importance of the latter dominates to such extent that the interaction between production and research, economic development, the support of small and medium-sized local firms, and local and national authorities becomes insufficient. Being situated near ‘places of power’ might then turn out to be a handicap for Universities in matters related to the local development. This is often different in regional cities where close relationships and a common economic project can be developed more easily between the different private and public actors, the Universities included. Universities of capital cities are facing, partly because of their localisation, a range of advantages and disadvantages in their development and in their realisation of their third role.

It would be interesting for Universities of capital cities to take part in the processes of remetropolisation, linked to the tertiarisation and globalization of the economy, processes that are observed in the European economy during the last decade. As we have seen, this tendency to remetropolisation is not a general phenomenon but it concerns mostly the central metropolitan regions, and especially the suburban periphery and not the urban centres.

They have an essential role to play to avoid the development of dual cities that, besides their lack of social justice, will also be the cities performing badly in the international interurban competition.

3. Objectives pursued

The object of this research proposal, initiated by the UNICA network of Universities of European capitals, is neither to examine the ways to insert each University of the network in its metropolitan space, nor to study the eventual contribution of each University to the city development. Although this could be interesting for the Universities themselves, as they could find recommendations on how they could refine their own policies by learning from the experiences of their partners, it would not be sufficient to obtain a general understanding of the possible contribution of higher education and research to the solution of metropolitan problems. In several capital cities, a member of the UNICA network is not the only University present. The object is therefore that one or more members of the UNICA network in a city can benefit from their position as a privileged observer to analyze the connection between the total system of higher education and research and the development of that particular city. This should then be repeated in all cities involved within a comparative framework.

A research as proposed and the Network of Excellence that will created for developing the proposals will also have beneficious effects on a better structure and integration of the research devoted to analyse the relations between the universities and their surrounding territory at European level. In our opinion, the major aspects of the integration will be concentrated in: The creation of a common conceptual ground; the normalization of the methodology for collecting and processing a wide range of information and for mapping them as well; to compare the effects of the universities involved in the research on the socio-economic evolution of the linked cities and regions; to put in common how European universities are solving students' growing need in quality of life. The study of various functioning, mechanisms and processes, and their comparison must lead to integration, innovative and contributional effects within research over the continent.

4. General approach

The project will be presented in two parts. The first will focus on a common ground, containing six general themes, applicable to all Universities, each presented and analysed with the help of maps and figures. The second part will present certain specific themes for each University of the capital cities represented in this project.

1. The insertion of the University in the capital region
(integration of the University in the urban environment ; relationship between Universities, political authorities, national authorities ; relations between the University and the cultural field)

2. Universities, schools for higher education and the education/information offered
(courses by the University and other forms of higher education ; relationship between the Universities and secondary education ; policies of Universities and Schools for higher education in the field of lifelong learning)

3. Universities, Schools for higher education and other research centres, and scientific production 

(Structure of the relationships between University, other forms of higher education, public research, and, eventually, private research centres ; importance of research and development and scientific production in the capital regions, budget of Universities and importance of external funding in education, fundamental research and applied research)

4. Direct and indirect contributions to the regional economy from the University and from scientific research

(direct contributions from the Universities and other research sectors to the GDP ; connection between the Universities and the regional development of capital city-regions)
5. The Universities and the socio-economic evolution of city quarters and the peripheral regions

(contribution of Universities to the transformations of the urban tissue, either in the surroundings of the University ; residential location of people with a university degree ; Residential localisation of staff)

6. The role of Universities in reducing social inequalities in the city

(investigation of the policies displayed by the Universities to reduce social inequalities in the city ; origin of students (in the metropolitan area or in the state) and the comparison of the recruitment profile of the Universities and other forms of higher education, according to the different types of city quarters and socio-professional categories, in the different university cycles)
Some specific themes

· Contribution of the Universities and Schools for higher education to the renovation (new destination, re-utilisation, and revitalisation of buildings with architectural and monumental value)

· The importance of university hospitals

· the importance of current international educational programmes and foreign cooperation 

· The specific technologies developed in the capital region, more or less closely related to Universities, Schools for higher education and other research centres.

· The effects of suburbanisation on the Universities

· The importance of students in local politics
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Once the project engaged it is planned to collaborate with other partners including other members of the UNICA Network, regional and/or national instances,….

� See � HYPERLINK http://www.ulb.ac.be/unica ��www.ulb.ac.be/unica� for more details
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