UNICA Student Conference 2006  - University-city-citizenship
25 – 29 October 2006, Paris 
A five-day study visit to the Université Pierre et Marie Curie (UPMC) is a period covering the whole of the conference. The main objective was to get acquainted with practical organizational matters of the conference whose fourth edition will be organized by the University of Warsaw in 2008.

I expected the colleagues in Paris to share their experience with me. The aim was to discuss directly the matters which might pose the greatest problems in the process of organizing such a conference. As it is a great challenge therefore I would expect the visit to give a good insight as well as enhance the detailed and practical knowledge in some of the aspects.
Topic of the conference 

Around 250 students represented 36 universities from 28 European capitals. 
The event took place at the Université Pierre et Marie Curie and was  organized with the assistance of the Paris-Dauphine, Sorbonne Nouvelle and Panthéon-Sorbonne universities.
Content

The participants were assigned to consider the topic University-city-citizenship in 10 topic forums. The conference programme offered discussions and cultural events.

Registration

Registration for the conference required sending in papers including information about the participant’s field and year of study, age and the knowledge /command of the foreign languages. 

Venue

The event took place in excellent locations in the heart of Paris (the Atrium of Université Pierre et Marie Curie,  Grand Amphitheatre du Museum and Sorbonne). Although situated at different universities, the conference rooms  were within a walking distance from one another and the metro station. 

Facilities

The University provided 10 lecture halls for the discussion of 10 different topics and 2 lecture halls for the opening ceremony and a panel discussion, each equipped with multi-media and a translation service. 

Language & translations

The conference languages were English and French. As a considerable number of the participants and guests delivered speeches in French, the host provided an excellent  translation service. Also, each forum was attended by an interpreter. 
Finance

Such a conference is a really costly undertaking: UPMC provided the student participants with accommodation, meals, visits, receptions. A sponsorship committee to raise funds for the event was set up.  The sending university’s obligation was to bear travel costs from the country of origin to Paris and transport costs within Paris.  
Accommodation

The students got accommodation in a students’ dormitory a few metro stops away. They were offered double rooms, boarding in the canteen and aid from local students hired especially for the event. The tutors were asked to seek lodgings elsewhere.
Information

Each student received a conference set with practical information on the conference venue, maps with locations and transportation, where to get extra  entertainment and who to turn to in case of any troubles.

People involved

A great number of people, involving teaching and administrative staff and students solved possible problems during the conference. Technical staff took care of the conference equipment, around 40 student counsellors helped young people with their getting around. Professors and guest speakers held panel discussions.
On  the first evening the participants enjoyed the ambience of Paris on a river boat trip along the river Seine. On the last evening a gala dinner was an excellent occasion to celebrate the winners of the forums and a successful conference.
Follow-up
Upon arrival the International Relations Office arranged to meet the Polish delegation (student and tutor) to reconsider the event from the students’ point of view. Having compared our notes and comments we drew up a list of possible ideas which would enable us to proceed with the organization of UNICA Student Conference in Warsaw effectively and smoothly. 

To sum up, an article covering all aspects of the Paris student conference will be published in this year’s issue of the University of Warsaw magazine.
Jolanta Stelmaszczyk 
November 22, 2006 

