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GROUP SHORT DESCRIPTION CHAIR 

 
Since 1995 - Annual meeting & CP/IRO meeting at the General Assembly 
For Heads and Senior Officers of International Relations Offices  
Aims to share information and innovative approaches to internationali-
sation at universities: implementation of internationalisation strategies, 
quality assurance of international partnerships, management of interna-
tional projects and mobility schemes, and development of international-
isation support mechanisms.  
Next meeting: Tallinn University & Tallinn University of Technology, 7-8 
May 2019  

 

The Chair of the IRO Group is elected every 2 years and assumes the role 
of IRO Observer to the UNICA Steering Committee. 

 

Alina Grzibovska 
University of Latvia 

alina. grzibovska@lu.lv  

 
Since 2009 - Annual PhD Master Classes and joint initiatives with the 
Coimbra Group of Universities 
For Vice-Rectors Research, Heads and Deans of Doctoral Schools/Pro-
grammes, doctoral supervisors, academics and senior managers working 
in the area of doctoral education  
Aims to discuss relevant issues for the development of the 3rd cycle (doc-
toral supervision, personal & career development of doctoral candidates, 
internationalisation of doctoral education and professionalisation of doc-
toral education staff). 
Next meeting: University of Zagreb (CAAS, Dubrovnik), 1-4 September 
2019 

 

Jacques Lanarès  
University of Lausanne 

jacques.lanares@unil.ch  

 
Since 2002 – Annual meeting 
For Vice-Rectors for Education, representatives of academic leadership 
responsible for Education & Teaching, Deans, Coordinators of Study Pro-
grammes, including e-Learning 
Aims to discuss the implications of the Bologna Process for European HEIs 
and places its focus on new concepts and latest developments in univer-
sity teaching and learning, including student-centred learning and recog-
nition of teaching excellence. 
Next meeting: early December 2020 (TBA)  

 

Luciano Saso 
UNICA President 

luciano.saso@uniroma1.it  

 

 
 
 

Since 2006 – Annual meeting 
For Experienced officers dealing with administrative, legal, and financial 
aspects of the European research projects 
Aims to offer a platform for the exchange of information, good practices 
and replicable solutions to overcome common difficulties resulting from 
the complex EU research funding rules & schemes; to provide a forum 
for voicing joint recommendations on how to improve the European re-
search policies and programmes, highlighting the importance of the EU 
Research Liaison Officer profession for the development of EU research 
programmes at universities. 
Next meeting: to be announced  

 

Diana Pustula 
University of Warsaw 
diana.pustula@adm.uw.edu.pl 
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GROUP SHORT DESCRIPTION CHAIR 

 

Since 2001 – Biennial Seminar 
For Heads of Libraries and Senior Librarians, Vice-Rectors Research, 
Heads of University Press 
Aims to serve as a think tank on the evolving role of university libraries 
in educational processes and academic research; to share experiences 
and acknowledge the impact of new scholarly communication models 
on HE institutions and research. 
Next meeting: University of Vilnius, 14-15 October 2019 

 
Françoise Vandooren  

Université libre de 
Bruxelles 

francoise.vandooren@ulb.ac.be 

 Since 2011 - Annual meeting 
For University professionals working in the field of PR, Communica-
tion, Media Relations and Marketing 
Aims to offer a platform to exchange practices on university branding, 
content strategy, media presence, and on how to get insights into the 
latest trends in university PR & communication. 
Next meeting: University of Cyprus, 2 - 3 May, 2019 

 
Katerina Nikolaidou  
University of Cyprus 

katerina@ucy.ac.cy 

  
Since 2011 - Annual Workshop 
For Sustainaibility/Environmental coordinators, Vice-Rectors respon-
sible for sustainability strategies, representatives of UNICA GREEN 
Partners, peer networks, governmental bodies, city authorities. 
Aims to offer a platform to discuss and exchange experience and prac-
tices related to the implementation of environmental sustainability 
strategies at universities: strategic tools, environmental management 
systems, good practices related to the day-to-day work of a sustaina-
ble management office, student involvement, and outreach. 
Next meeting: University of Lausanne, 6-8 March 2019 

Delphine Douçot 
Université de Lausanne  

Delphine.Doucot@unil.ch  

Rebecca Lefevere 
Vrije Universiteit Brussel 

Rebecca.Lefevere@vub.be 

 Since: 2016 - Annual meeting 
For Rectors & Vice-Rectors interested in university-city relations, cul-
ture coordinators, government representatives, city authorities, re-
searchers, students, professionals in artistic/cultural organisations   
Aims to offer a platform to discuss and strengthen the cooperation be-
tween universities and stakeholders in the urban ecosystem (govern-
mental, cultural, social & economic): sharing good practices in univer-
sity-city outreach, reflecting on core values and academic culture in 
the university-city relationship, designing and implementing research 
strategies together with and for the city 
Next meeting: to be announced  

 
João Mario Grilo 

Universidade Nova de Lisboa 
jmgrilo@netcabo.pt 

 

 

 

 

 

More information at www.unica-netwok.eu 
Regular updates on the upcoming meetings: UNICA Calendar 
For any questions, please contact: office@unica-network.eu 
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