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UNICA activity: 
Influencing Policy Agenda



Through UNICA, we have charted new territory and claimed a unique opportunity – to 
shape the research policy sitting at one table with the key stakeholders of European 
Research Area. 





European Research Area (ERA) governance

Following the adoption of the Pact for Research and Innovation in 
Europe (November 2021) and the endorsement of the ERA Policy 
Agenda for 2022-2024 by the European Council the new governance 
structures for the European Research Area (ERA) were adopted in 2023, 
including:
1.The European Research Area and Innovation Committee (ERAC): A 

strategic policy advisory body to support coordination among EU 
Member States and the European Commission.

2.The ERA Forum: A permanent structure replacing the ERA Forum for 
Transition to operationalize and monitor the ERA Policy Agenda.

3.Monitoring and reporting mechanisms: These ensure the tracking of 
progress toward ERA objectives across member states.



ERA university sectorial coordination group [within ERA Forum]: serves 
as a platform that brings together key stakeholders from the university 
sector to contribute to and coordinate efforts related to the European 
Research Area (ERA). Its purpose is to ensure the effective involvement 
of universities and higher education institutions in implementing the 
ERA's objectives and to facilitate collaboration and coherence among the 
various organizations representing the sector



1st survey
Relevance and viability of 
proposed ERA activities



Points of Interest (max 17, min 1)
• [17 Points] Facilitating and accelerating the responsible use of AI in science in the EU
• [15 Points] Upscaling knowledge valorisation capacities and activities
• [15 Points] Improving synergies between Research & Innovation (R&I) and Higher Education 

within the ERA and unleashing the full potential of European R&I environments
• [13 Points] Fundamental research and scientific leadership of Europe
• [13 Points] Making research careers more attractive and sustainable
• [12 Points] Global Approach to Research and Innovation
• [12 Points] Enhancing Research Security
• [12 Points] Reforming Research Assessment
• [11 Points] Strengthening inclusive and intersectional gender equality in the European Research 

Area
• [11 Points] Improve EU access to excellence
• [11 Points] Empowering Research and Innovation: A New Era in Research Management
• [10 Points] Equity in Open Science 
• [9 Points] Promoting and Protecting Freedom of Scientific Research in Europe
• [9 Points] Advancing the European Science for Policy (S4P) Ecosystem



Points of Interest (max 17, min 1)
• [8 Points] Enabling open science via sharing and re-use of data, including 

through the European Open Science Cloud (EOSC)
• [8 Points] Greening Research: towards climate-sustainable research practices
• [7 Points] Accelerating New Approach Methodologies (NAMs) to advance 

biomedical research and testing of medicinal products and medical devices
• [7 Points] A framework for a European approach to integrity and ethics in R&I in 

the face of emerging challenges
• [7 Points] Enhancing Trust in Science through Citizen Engagement and Science 

Communication
• [5 Points] Strengthen sustainability, accessibility and resilience of research 

infrastructures in the European Research Area
• [4 Points] Accelerating R&I investments for Europe’s industrial transformation 

and competitive sustainability
• [4 Points] An R&I foresight community of practice for the ERA
• [1 Point] Enshrining Research in the Strategic Energy Technologies Plan



2nd survey

Snapshot of the ability 
of countries and 
stakeholders to 
contribute to the 
proposed activities of 
the future ERA Policy 
Agenda 2025-27 and to 
clearly determine 
whether there is an 
appetite for a certain 
ERA activity. 



2nd survey



2nd survey



2nd survey results
ERA structural policies and actions 2025-2027 highly likely to be included in next ERA policy agenda VOTE MS VOTE AC TOTAL
Enabling open science via sharing and re-use of data, including through EOSC 23 4 27
Upscaling knowledge valorisation capacities and activities 22 4 26
Strengthen sustainability, accessibility and resilience of research infrastructures in the ERA 21 4 25
Making research careers more attractive and sustainable 22 3 25
Facilitating and accelerating the responsible use of AI in science in the EU 21 4 25
Enhancing Research Security 21 4 25
Strengthening inclusive and intersectional gender equality in the ERA 19 4 23
Reforming Research Assessment 19 4 23
Global Approach to Research and Innovation 20 3 23
Accelerating R&I investments for Europe’s industrial transformation and competitive sustainability 19 4 23
Empowering Research and Innovation: A New Era in Research Management 19 4 23
Advancing the European Science for Policy (S4P) Ecosystem 16 3 19
Enhancing Trust in Science through Citizen Engagement and Science Communication 14 4 18
Improving synergies between Research & Innovation (R&I) and Higher Education within the ERA and unleashing the full potential of European R&I environments 13 4 17
Enshrining Research in the Strategic Energy Technologies Plan 13 3 16
Equity in Open Science 13 2 15
Fundamental research and scientific leadership of Europe 12 3 15
An R&I foresight community of practice for the ERA 8 2 10

Notes
Items in red: actions for which EUA indicated that they will not be part 
Item in green: EUA's strong committment to this action, which is a proposal of the academic sector

ERA structural policies and actions 2025-2027 which did not reach the threshold (lower likelyhood to be included) VOTE MS VOTE AC TOTAL
A harmonised and coordinated framework for a European approach to integrity and ethics in R&I in the face of emerging challenges 10 4 14
Promoting and Protecting Freedom of Scientific Research in Europe 9 4 13
Improve EU access to excellence 10 3 13
Accelerating New Approach Methodologies (NAMs) to advance biomedical research and testing of medicinal products and medical devices 9 3 12
Greening Research: towards climate-sustainable research practices 8 3 11
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Questions for discussion
• What role do we envision for UNICA? 
• What challenges do UNICA members currently face in engaging in ERA 

priorities?
• How can UNICA help university leaders recognize the value of prioritizing ERA 

engagement in their strategic plans?
• When assessing involvement, what factors should determine whether UNICA 

leads or supports ERA activities?
• What questions should be included in a survey to understand member 

universities' interests and capabilities regarding ERA priorities?
• How can the UNICA Research Group serve as an effective platform for cross-

institutional collaboration on ERA priorities?
• What role can the UNICA Research Group play in co-creating policy briefs, 

position papers, and contributing to international discussions?



We have all the means, opportunities, and decision-making power to shape the extent of 
UNICA's involvement (cumulative involvement of our universities via UNICA’s avatar). 
Now, it’s up to us to harness this resource and turn it into something extraordinary.
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